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Baron  Okura  then  referred  to  the  statenent  of  the  Government  that  it 
will  ignore  the  CHIAITG  XAI  SEEK  regime  in  the  future.  Observing  that  the 
statement  was  issued  after  the  Government  had  communicated  with  the  CHIANG 
regime  through  the  ?*ood  offices  of  the  German  Ambassador,  Baron  Ckora  asked 
why  the  Government  failed  to  reco-nize  the  fact  that  the  CHIANG  regime  could 
not  be  dealt  with  diplomatically  because  it  had  joined  hands  with  the 
Communists  to  put  up  an  opposition  against  Japan  bofore  the  issuance  of  the 
statement. 

This  question  was  answered  by  Foreign  Minister  HIROTA  who  made  the 
followin';  remarksj 

"During  the  early  sta.^e  of  the  incident,  the  Imperial  Government  followed 
a  polioy  of  endeavouring  to  settle  the  affair  looally  and  preventing  the  inci¬ 
dent  from  beinr;  amplified.  As  negotiations  could  not  be  carried  on  smoothly, 
it  was  deoided  to  dispatch  a  punitive  expedition.  Nevertheless,  efforts  wore 
continued  to  make  the  Chinese  roconsider  its  attitude.  Particularly  at  the 
time  of  the  Nine-Power  conference  when  there  wore  si-ns  of  the  Powers  in¬ 
tending  to  intervene  out  of  thoir  sympathy  with  China,  the  Imperial  Government 
notified  the  CHIANG  regime  that  it  was  willin;  to  cooperate  if  the  latter 
would  reoonsider  its  attitude. 

APPROAC'iED  BY  GERMANY 

"Later,  Germany  sought  information  as  to  what  attitude  Japan  would  like 
to  have  the  CHIANG  regime  take.  Accordingly,  the  Imperial  Government  notified 
to  the  effect  that  the  Chinese  side  would  only  need  to  act  sinoerely  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  spirit  of  the  anti -Comintern  agreement  as  concluded  amon^ 
Japan,  Germany  and  Italy.  However,  the  Imperial  Government  never  meant  to 
effect  a  compromise  with  the  CHIANG  regime.  .That  it  meant  was  that  it  would 
be  willin'*  to  conduct  peace  negotiations  if  the  CHIANG  reeime  proposed  to  do 
so". 
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